
Children develop only as the environment 
demands development." Sherman and Key  1932

















Employment By industry







Poverty Hurts

• Poverty was associated with smaller white and cortical gray matter 
and hippocampal and amygdala volumes. 

• The effects of poverty on hippocampal volume were mediated by 
caregiving support/hostility on the left and right as well as stressful 
life events on the left.  These are the parts of the brain that become 
the manage stress regulation and emotional processing 

• Source: JAMA Pediatric  Luby et. all, University of Washington, Medical School, 2014



These Children Hear 30 
Million Fewer Words

By AGE 3
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• 40% of kindergartners are not ready for school 
• Greater Johnstown special ed costs rose by 40% since 2011





The Pittsburgh Public Schools found that 
the early intervention services provided 
in pre-k eliminated the need for special 
education services in kindergarten for 

42 percent of children. The district 
estimated that this reduction saved the 

district $570,000



High Quality Early Childhood Education cuts special education 
enrollment by 40-49%
It connects the brain processes
It connects the child to needed services
It connects the child to their learning trajectory



Research has found that upon starting 
kindergarten, children who completed 
preschool programs were significantly 
more advanced in key areas of 
development—language and literacy, 
creativity, music and movement, initiative, 
and social skills. They are more  eager to 
learn and try new things, and they get 
along better with their classmates



Reading achievement scores were consistently 
higher for children in early childhood education 

programs. These effects remained large from 
primary school through age. Mathematics 
achievement also showed a similar pattern













Cambria County Child Care Needs 



Only 32% 
of the Child 
Care 
Capacity in 
Cambria 
County is 
High 
Quality



1776 Children 
Could Be Your 
First Cohort to 

Break The Trend





https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+brain+devleop
ment+-
&view=detail&mid=D1F153B7C16B45B2D7CDD1F153B7C16B4
5B2D7CD&FORM=VIRE&ajf=100



All I really need to 
know I learned in 
kindergarten Early 
Childhood 
Education 



The Power to Change Your Future

In 2016, Nobel Winner for Economics found that there are two very different types of 
optimism,” he wrote. 

“Complacent optimism is the feeling of a child waiting for presents. 
Conditional optimism is the feeling of a child who is thinking about building a treehouse. ‘If I get 
some wood and nails and persuade some other kids to help do the work, we can end up with 
something really cool.’”

“We make progress because of things that people do,” he wrote. “We should encourage people 
to do a lot more of whatever it is that they are doing to generate progress.”

https://paulromer.net/conditional-optimism-about-progress-and-climate/



	Children develop only as the environment demands development."  Sherman and Key  1932�
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Employment By industry
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Poverty Hurts
	These Children Hear 30 Million Fewer Words
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Research has found that upon starting kindergarten, children who completed preschool programs were significantly more advanced in key areas of development—language and literacy, creativity, music and movement, initiative, and social skills. They are more  eager to learn and try new things, and they get along better with their classmates�
	Reading achievement scores were consistently higher for children in early childhood education programs. These effects remained large from primary school through age. Mathematics achievement also showed a similar pattern
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Cambria County Child Care Needs 
	Only 32% of the Child Care Capacity in Cambria County is High Quality
	1776 Children Could Be Your First Cohort to Break The Trend
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	The Power to Change Your Future
	Slide Number 34

