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IN RECOGNITION OF PCCY AND ITS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Public Citizens for Children and Youth and its Executive Director have received numerous awards and recognition over the 
years for our work and commitment to the children and youth of Southeastern Pennsylvania. Among these awards are:

Community IMPACT Award – Presented by GlaxoSmithKline, 2010

Friends of the Free Library Award – Presented by the Friends of the Free Library, 2010

Clara Barton Humanitarian Award – Presented by the Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, 2009

Women Making A Difference Award – Sponsored by Philadelphia City Councilwoman 
Blondell Reynolds-Brown, 2006

Executive Director of the Year Award – Presented to Shelly Yanoff by the 
United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania, 2006

Fleurette Angel Child Advocate Award – Presented by Voices for America’s Children, 2004

Community IMPACT Award – Presented by GlaxoSmithKline, 2003

Child Advocate of the Year Award – Presented by the Center on Families and Relationships, 2003

Medicaid Outreach Award – Presented by the PA Department of Public Welfare, 2001

CHIP Outreach Award – Presented by the PA Department of Insurance, 2000

Great Friend to Kids Community Service Award – Presented by the Please Touch Museum, 1999

The Gimbel Philadelphia Award – Presented by the Gimbel Philadelphia Award Committee, 1997

The Edward Espen Humanitarian Award – Presented by Woodrock, Inc., 
1997

Humanitarian Award – Presented by B’Nai Brith Educators Unit, 1997

John B. Patterson Award for Excellence in Education – Presented by Citi-
zens Committee for Public Education, 1996

Take the Lead Award – Presented by the Girl Scouts of Southeastern Penn-
sylvania, 1994

Human Rights Award – Presented by the Philadelphia Human Relations 

Commission, 1993

IMPROVING THE LIVES AND LIFE CHANCES OF THE REGION’S CHILDREN

Reynolds-Brown, 2006
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 increasing school breakfasts in the schools that serve the            
neediest children

 defending against some of the most severe proposed state       
budget cuts to education

 saving full-day kindergarten in Philadelphia and many of the      
surrounding school districts 

 saving most of the accelerated high schools that gave young 
people second chances at graduation

 saving many public school arts teachers and increasing                
understanding of the value of the arts in our schools

 helping save afterschool programs in the city’s libraries 

 assuring school transportation to youth who lived 
too far to walk to school 

 testifying about school funding, school climate, 
accountability and transparency

 helping shape Pennsylvania’s child health care reform

 testifying in support of a zoning code that would 
assist child care facilities in becoming safer 

 urging that all levels of government support young children 

 building support for libraries in the city and state as well 
as afterschool and family support programs

 helping draft and testifying in support of  lead poisoning               
prevention

 organizing coalitions in support of improved behavioral health 
care for children 

 advocating against zero tolerance in our schools and 

 supporting ways to proactively deal with safety in schools            
and communities

 advocating for improved child nutrition policies  

And as we pursued important changes in policy, we continued 

 training hundreds of school nurses in helping children
secure health care  

 supporting ten arts programs in schools and hosting several         
arts forums

 issuing newsletters, being regularly cited in the print and 
electronic media, and producing a monthly television program       
on education

Dear Friends,

As in every year, we began with hopes for the more than one million 
children on whose behalf we work, to keep them in mind as we plan and 
as we act. The goals we seek are for all children – both those who need 
our help directly as well as those whose lives are enriched by being in a 
community that gives all kids opportunity and hope. Thus, as we work to 
provide children with health care through CHIP or Medical Assistance, 
we recognize how much better off all children are when all children have 
health care.  

As we work to expand quality, accessible and affordable early care and 
education, we think of the importance to all children of beginning school ready to learn. And as we work to improve the likelihood that the schools 
the children and youth in this region attend are able to teach them well, we remember that all our children need to become competent and caring 
adults. We know that all of us are better off when our children are hopeful, well nourished and live in a community that values, supports and protects 
them and their families.

In this last year, we provided briefi ng papers to the legislative and gubernatorial candidates, sponsored forums, and campaigned for budgets that 
would help provide children with early education and good early childhood care, that would support their and their older siblings’ education, that 
would keep our promise to provide all children health care and education. Together, with many colleagues, we increased public awareness and ac-
tion – to protect the future of all our children. 

In spite of a diffi cult economic environment we worked with advocacy partners to form new coalitions and we were successful in

THE BOARD AND STAFF OF PUBLIC CITIZENS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

There is much more to do.  We and our children need you as never before. 
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ADVOCACY WITH  IMPACT

 As we advocated for better lives for the region’s children, we 
are proud of our critical role in increasing children’s health 
care and providing children with much needed health insur-
ance through CHIP and Medical Assistance.

 As we worked with leadership throughout the region to save 
CHIP and Medicaid, we directly secured health insurance for 
more than 900 children.

 We’ve played a critical role in advocating for signifi cantly 
increased support for public education through a variety of 
coalitions and were instrumental in successfully advocating 
for full-day kindergarten, smaller class size, more school 
counselors, Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports, 
free student transportation to and from school, and more 
arts and music teaching and learning in our schools.

 We were instrumental in successfully advocating for increased 
quality, accessible and affordable child care, and for quality 
pre-k and Head Start, so that nearly twice as many children 
benefi t from publicly-funded early learning opportunities 
today than ten years ago.

Over the last decade

 we secured commitments of $9 million from the City of 
Philadelphia to improve the health and safety of child care 
facilities.

 we successfully advocated for improved nutrition for  
our children in their schools, their homes and their                   
communities.

 we had a critical role in developing a $20 million program to 
support Philadelphia youth in the non-school hours, helped 
shape a better child welfare funding policy and helped save 
the public libraries and the programs that support children 
after school.

 17,500 Philadelphia public school children have enjoyed 
arts education projects provided through our Picasso       
Project. 

 we’ve been successful in always reminding people of our joint 
and individual responsibilities to make the world better for 
all our children.

A youngster gets fi tted for new glasses  
at PCCY’s 2010 ‘Give Kids Sight Day.’

There were smiles all around at PCCY’s 7th  
annual ‘Give Kids A Smile Day.’

PCCY staffers hand out insurance information 
at a back-to-school day.
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PCCY BY THE NUMBERS

RECEIVED FREE DENTAL 
APPOINTMENTS

RECEIVED FREE VISION SCREENINGS

FITTED FOR FREE EYEGLASSES

1,400

1,000 85 12

600
WE ENGAGED IN AN EXTENSIVE NON-PARTISAN VOTER 
EDUCATION EFFORT, PROVIDING 
PARENTS IN SOUTHEASTERN PA 
WITH INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT WAS AT STAKE 
FOR YOUNG CHILDREN IN THE GENERAL ELECTION 
AND ENCOURAGING THEM TO VOTE.

50,000
100
MORE THAN                                              EMAILS SENT AND    
                      MEETINGS WITH STATE AND LOCAL 
      OFFICIALS ON ISSUES AFFECTING 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH.

SIGNED POSTCARDS THAT 
ADVOCATED FOR SPECIFIC 
PRIORITIES IN PHILADELPHIA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS:  FULL-DAY 
KINDERGARTEN, SMALL CLASS SIZE, 
TRANSPORTATION TO SCHOOL AND 
KEEPING ACCELERATED SCHOOLS.

WE COLLECTED OVER

WE TRAINED

WE CONDUCTED

INTERVENTION 
PRACTITIONERS 
IN HOW TO ACCESS 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SERVICES FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN.

TRAINING SESSIONS 
ON CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
INSURANCE FOR PEDIATRICIANS, 
HOSPITAL SOCIAL WORKERS, 
GUIDANCE COUNSELORS, 
SCHOOL NURSES, EARLY 
INTERVENTION STAFF, 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHERS, CHILD CARE 
WORKERS AND FAITH-BASED 
SERVICE PROVIDERS.  

600 2,000
WE DISTRIBUTED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
RESOURCE GUIDES FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

IN ENGLISH IN VIETNAMESE

500500
16,000

                       THE NUMBER OF TIMES PCCY 
APPEARED IN THE MEDIA THROUGHOUT 
OUR REGION.

125
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PCCY BY THE NUMBERS

5,000
COPIES OF OUR UPDATED CHILD HEALTHWATCH 
HEALTH INSURANCE ELIGIBILITY CHART TO SCHOOL 
NURSES IN ALL FIVE COUNTIES IN SOUTHEASTERN 
PA AS A USER-FRIENDLY REFERENCE TO IDENTIFY 
WHETHER A CHILD WAS ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICAL     
ASSISTANCE OR CHIP.

WE PRINTED AND DISTRIBUTED

25
WE PUBLISHED

OPINION PIECES IN NEWS 
MEDIA THROUGHOUT THE 
REGION AND WERE CITED 
IN NEWS STORIES ABOUT 
TWICE A WEEK ON AVERAGE.

CALLERS AND WE COMPLETED 
INSURANCE APPLICATIONS FOR 

PCCY’S CHILD HEALTWATCH 
HELPLINE ASSISTED

1,445
745

382
HELPED ANOTHER

CHILDREN OBTAIN BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH SERVICES.

CHILDREN AND

2010 Income 2010 Expenditures

 

WE DISTRIBUTED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
RESOURCE GUIDES FOR SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN

7,500 2,000 2,000
IN ENGLISH IN SPANISH IN VIETNAMESE

FOUNDATIONS &
CORPORATIONS CAMPAIGN PUBLIC

EDUCATION

M
ANAGEM

ENT / 

FUNDRAISING

CHILD HEALTH / 
CHILD CARE

PUBLIC AWARENESS

OUTREACH

INDIVIDUALS

CONTRACTS

UNITED WAY &

FEDERATED ORGS
SPECIAL EVENTS

INVESTM
ENT RETURN
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Our Picasso Project

At the Alexander K. McClure Elementary in Philadelphia, 

the Kùlú Mèlé African Dance & Drum Ensemble joined with 

administrators, teachers and students in a project called, 

‘Many Hearts, Many Hands.’  Second grade students were taught 

traditional dances while Spiral Q Puppet Theater trained and guided 

third graders in the design and fabrication of larger-than-life pup-

pets. The two residencies focused on such themes as empathy, 

social responsibility, peaceful confl ict resolution, and community 

engagement, culminating in a schoolyard parade attended by 

many of the neighborhood residents.

Child HealthWatch Helpline

We received a call from a single father with two daughters, ages 

17 and 15. The father is self-employed, making about $1,800 a 

month. His younger daughter has asthma and a heart murmur. 

Since she has a pre-existing condition and requires asthma 

medications and heart monitoring, the insurance her father is 

able to purchase through private networks would not cover her. 

Luckily, she is eligible for CHIP and we helped her father get 

her enrolled. Because of the CHIP health insurance she gets 

the medication and monitoring she needs to maintain her 

health and prevent complications to her cardiac condition.

Advocacy With Impact

As children and families struggled with the recession, we worked 

at the local, state and federal levels to protect and advance the 

well-being of children and families.  From working to save the after-

school programs at our libraries; coordinating rallies; testifying and 

visiting state decision-makers along with families who needed food 

supports, health care, quality early care and education; to working 

to assure that children in our schools were not hungry, PCCY spoke 

up and spoke out for all children and youth in the region.  As we pur-

sued better schools and communities, more child care and supports, 

we helped build advocates for all children.     

STORIES
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$5000 and above
Carolyn Adams
Mark Goldstein
Carole Haas Gravagno
Sara Nerken
Pat West and Thomas Vernon

$1000 and above
William Becker
Liz Werthan and Bob Brand
Philippa Campbell
Jolley Christman
William Winslow Currier
Barbara DeCastro
Helen Faust
Joanna and Ted Flum
Charlotte Anne Forbes
Richard and Susan Frazier
Stephen and Barbara Gold
Mary Goldman
Katherine Kinsey
Paul and Ruth Kovnat
David Laigaie
Philip Lindy
Jim Martin
Ed McDaid
John and Carol Melvin Pate
Geoffrey and Diane Minott
Jerilynn Radcliffe
Elliott and Ellie Seif
Judith Silver
Bernard Watson
Ken and Judy Weinstein
Cheryl Weiss
David and Ilene Winikur
Wendy Wolf

$500 and above
Michael Bailin
Eleanor Barger

Dennis Barnebey
Sharon Barr
Richard Berkman and Toni Seidl
Mark and Linda Bernstein
Nellie and Scott Childress
Wendy and James Epstein
Evelyn Eskin and David Major
Happy and Dick Fernandez
Graham and Kay Finney
John and Elaine Frank
Kathy Gosliner and Joe Lurie
Ann Hagele and Ken Kolodziej
Mary and Howard Hurtig
Elizabeth Kozart
James and Susan Lytle
Richard and Alice Mandel
Marciene and Herman Mattleman
Terence McSherry
Bonnie and John Raines
Ana Ramos-Hernandez
Beth Rezet and Greg Fromell
Estelle Richman
John and Ann Riggan
Matt Riggan and Erin Owen
Lucille Rooney
Lisa and Gary Schildhorn
Quyen Shanahan
Teri Simon and Chris Waters
Bertram and Lynne Strieb
Betsey and Mike Useem
Ellis and Peggy Wachs
Debra Weiner
Shelly Yanoff and Gerry Kaufman

$250 and above
Naomi Alper
Brian Armstead
Flora Barth Wolf
Jane Bush
David Camp and Gwen Borowsky
Susan and Cummins Catherwood, Jr.

Michael Churchill and Tasha Stonrov
Jennifer Clarke and Alan Bristow
James Earl Davis
Robert and Trude Haecker Day
Connie and Terry Dellmuth
Helen Dennis
Harriet Dichter and John Schapiro
Ruth Dubois
Sharon Easterling
Tom and Ellie Elkinton
Leonard and Helen Evelev
Bill and Anne Ewing
Jessica Feierman
Maxine and Howard Field
Janet Filante
Paul Fink
Carol Fixman
Susan Frank
Marsha and Jeff Gerdes
Richard and Wendy Glazer
Dolores Gluck
Daniel Goodwin
Becky Gullan
Mary and Bill Hangley
Judy Harrington
Richard Hevner
Sid Holmes
Hallam Hurt
Babette Josephs
Debra Kahn
Stephanie and Roland Kallen
Howard and Frances Kellogg
Lawrence and Susan Kennedy
Michael Kovnat and Holly Morris
Naomi Leapheart
Alex Levin
David Mandell and Jamie Kudera
Raymond McCullough
Wanda Mial
Michelle Molano
Ron and Suzanne Naples
Louise Pangborn

DONORS
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Virginia Peckham
Susan Robbins
Harold and Sue Rosenthal
Pat Russell
Bob Schwartz
Don Schwarz
Alan Spielman
Darren Spielman
Rebecca Stoloff
Tony Valdes
David and Deborah Valentine
Chris and Lee Van de Velde
Amber West
John S. Whitelaw
David Yanoff and Gabriella Romani

Foundations
Corporations
Organizations
1675 Foundation
3Sisters Sustainable Investments
Abelson Legal Search
AFL CIO
AFSCME Local 2187
Allen Hilles Fund
Barra Foundation
Benefi cial Bank
The Boeing Compay
Brandywine Realty Trust
Brookmead Trust
Caroline Alexander Buck 
   Foundation
Charter Foundation 
Children’s Coalition of 
   Lehigh Valley
Children’s Dental Health 
   Associates
The Children’s Hospital of 
   Philadelphia

Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback 
   Foundation
Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Claneil Foundation
Communities In Schools
DentaQuest
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Doc Bressler’s Cavity Busters
Dolfi nger-McMahon Foundation
Dunkin’ Donuts Baskin Robbins                
   Community Foundation
Eagles Youth Partnership
Eamon Associates
Early Childhood Environments
Elizabeth B. and Arthur E. 
   Roswell Foundation
First Hospital Foundation
Floc-For Love Of Children
Free Library of Philadelphia
Genuardi Family Foundation
GlaxoSmithKline
Green Tree Community Health 
   Foundation
Health Partners Foundation
Health Partners of Philadelphia
Heavenly Hall Church
Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial
Hess Foundation, Inc.
Independence Blue Cross
Johnson & Johnson
The Lenfest Foundation
Leo Model Foundation
Levin, Fishbein, Sedran & 
   Berman
Lincoln Benefi ts Group
Louis N. Cassett Foundation
Melanie Briggs Casting
New Century Trust
North Penn Community 
   Health Foundation

NorthStar Advisors, LLC
Pediatric Dental Associates
The Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Eagles
Philadelphia Federation Of Teachers
The Philadelphia Foundation
Philadelphia’s Children First Fund
PNC Bank
PNC Foundation
Prudential Savings Bank
S. Fineman, Krekstein & 
   Harris, P.C.
Samuel S. Fels Fund 
Sandra and Lawrence 
   Simon Family Foundation
Saul Ewing LLP
Seybert Institution
Snyder, Daitz & Co.
Southeastern PA Oral Surgery LLC
Special Smiles LTD
Target
The Barbara Silver Levin 
   Foundation
The Knitting Group of 2401
The Renfrew Center
Tozour Energy Systems
Union Benevolent Association
UnitedHealthCare Community Plan
United Way of Southeastern 
   Pennsylvania
Upper Merion Dental Associates
Valentine Foundation
Wachovia Wells Fargo 
   Foundation
Washington Savings Association
Wescott Financial
West Pharmaceutical Services, Inc.
William Penn Foundation
Wills Eye Institute
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PUBLICATIONS

 Enhancing Pathways for Collaboration 
Between Teaching Artists and 
Philadelphia Public Schools – a policy brief
on art educators and artists working in schools. 
February 2011

PCCY
1709 Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway, 6th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-563-5848
www.pccy.org

Enhancing Pathways For Collaboration Between 
Teaching Artists and Philadelphia Public Schools

A Policy Brief from Public Citizens for Children and Youth   

Policy Brief
February, 2011

Introduction

On any summer or winter day there are paint-
ers, actors, dancers, and musicians working 
with Philadelphia public school staff  to en-
rich students’ arts experiences. For decades 
Philadelphia’s rich cultural infrastructure 
and fabric of teaching artists has enriched 
the school lives of children and youth in 
the city. But the mix  of outsiders and in-
siders, big systems and individual artists or 
small community-based arts organizations 
presents challenges. If not addressed and 
resolved, diff ering organizational cultures, 
bureaucratic procedures, and institutional 
safeguards inhibit the ability of schools and 
teaching artists to work eff ectively to serve 
students. 

Within the scope of its advocacy work for 
arts education, Public Citizens for Children 
and Youth (PCCY) documented a number 
of challenges regarding teaching artists and 
collaboration with schools. 

Th ese observations were gathered through 
conversations and forums with teachers and 
principals, artists and arts organizations, 
non-profi t partners with schools, arts admin-
istrators and education advocates. 

Issues raised range beyond the scope of 
this brief paper – from improving funding, 
compensation for artists and arts facilities 
at schools to increasing co-planning and 
curriculum coordination with school-based 
teachers, to strengthening the teaching art-
ist community. Th is brief concentrates on 
several focus issues within this broad palette, 
and proposes several ways that the arts and 
education communities in Philadelphia can 
galvanize their resources to resolve them.
 
Background
 
With the passage of No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) and its focus on standardized test 
scores, many schools throughout the coun-
try diverted their resources from the arts to 
state-tested subjects such as math and Eng-
lish. Th e tests and NCLB were the latest in 
a series of events leading to a decline in the 
presence of the arts and creative experiences 
in the school lives of children.  

Th e School District of Philadelphia’s long 
tradition of nurturing engagement in the 
arts was not enough to protect it against the 
national decline of arts support during the 

 A Citywide Effort to Roll Out Positive 
Behavior Support (PBS) – a policy brief on 
PBS implementation in Philadelphia 
public schools.  August 2010

PCCY
1709 Benjamin Franklin 
Parkway, 6th Floor
Philadelphia, Pa 19103
215-563-5848
www.pccy.org

A Citywide Effort to Roll Out 
Positive Behavior Support (PBS)

A Policy Brief from Public Citizens for Children and Youth   

Policy Brief
August, 2010

Most educators agree that learning cannot 
take place in a chaotic, disruptive environ-
ment. To improve behavior and climate not 
only at individual schools, but through-
out Philadelphia’s public school system, a 
citywide coalition met three years ago to 
develop a long-term, thoughtful plan to 
change school culture. This plan called for 
the implementation of a nationally recog-
nized framework called Positive Behavior 
Support, which emphasizes whole school 
climate improvement as an alternative to 
punitive discipline approaches such as Zero 
Tolerance.   

Implemented in more than 10,000 schools 
across the country and with documented 
results in rigorous national evaluations, PBS 
centers on six basic elements that include:

1. The entire school, including parapro-
fessional staff, agrees on 3-5 positively 
stated, simple rules which are promi-
nently posted around the building and 
grounds.

2. The behavioral expectations for each 
rule are taught and reinforced in every 
location throughout the school year.

3. A system of rewards and consequenc-
es is developed to provide incentives 
to students for following the rules and 
disincentives for disobeying them.

4. Disruptive behaviors, documented 
through Office Disciplinary Referrals 
(ODRs), are reviewed by a school team 
which meets every few weeks to iden-
tify patterns and follow-up on resolu-
tions, with the goal of preventing the 
incidents and thus decreasing the office 
referrals.

5. Data is used for decision-making.

6. Specialized intervention and sup-
port for students with chronic problem 
behavior is provided.

The Philadelphia PBS initiative kicked off 
in March 2009 with a national speaker and 
a pair of workshop sessions attended by 200 
participants. Philadelphia’s school leadership 
initially embraced the framework. But its 
first year of implementation in an introduc-
tory cohort of schools has been rocky and 
filled with unmet expectations.

 From At Risk To On Track II – a report on the 
four factors that support success in urban high 
schools.  August 2010

 Behavioral Health Resource Guide 
 – a Vietnamese guide to behavioral health                    
       resources in Philadelphia.  May 2011

 Childwatch - Quarterly 
Newsletter – sign up to receive 
our newsletter at www.pccy.org

Childwatch

Do Not Wilt!
The Summer, The Budgets and Us.

 It is just beginning and it is already a long hot sum-
mer!   The weather is challenging – the budgets are chal-
lenging, and the city and the state have begun to cut some 
important programs and services.  As we go to press, Con-
gress is still struggling to find a way to extend unemployment 
benefits in an era of major layoffs and few job openings.  In a 
time of rising numbers of people needing medical assistance, 
Congress is still struggling to pass the legislation that will 
help the states pay for health care (FMAP) and other services.

Kids and families shouldn’t have to wait 
while adults endlessly debate! 

 There have been many developments since our last 
newsletter: under the leadership of Kate Atkins of the SEPA 
Budget Coalition, we held a “Wake up and Smell the Coffee” 
rally, urging folks to remember that reasonable taxes are the 
price you pay for a civilized society.  We visited state Sena-
tors in Bucks, Montgomery and Delaware counties and we  
rallied once again in Media, where Upper Darby Police Com-
missioner Michael Chitwood reminded the crowd that we 
should pay for early care and education and avoid paying for 
incarceration, and that you either pay in the beginning or the 
end – and it costs a lot less if you pay in the beginning!

We are not finished yet.  This is no time to wilt! 

Speaking out for the region’s children.

Stay with us!  Stay with the future!  Stay with your 
and your neighbors’ and your state’s children!

 
 In the state budget, there have been many cuts in ed-
ucation and early childhood programs, and in programs that 
support vulnerable people. But the basic education funding 
formula was held onto thanks to many, many individuals and 
organizations, the determination of the Rendell administra-
tion and the federal stimulus dollars. 

 Most – but far from all – childcare, kids’ health 
programs and child welfare programs were saved.  We still 
have a long way to go;  we are sorry and very disappointed 
that our state leaders could not find the courage to pass a tax 
on smokeless tobacco, to end the loophole which allows big 
corporations to pay no corporate taxes, to end a bonus for 
businesses if they pay their taxes on time, to make sense out 
of the sales tax and to pass a tax on the Marcellus Shale drill-
ing ventures.   Money to save important programs was left 
on the table but we are glad that most of kids’ programs were 
saved.   

 As we work at many 
different levels of government, 
we note that in so many ways 
investment has paid off.  Penn-
sylvania’s academic scores have 
consistently improved since we 
invested more in early child-
hood education, in full day 
kindergarten, in smaller class 
size, in computers, in schools 
and education that works.

In This Issue:
State Budget Battle
 - Page 2
FMAP and Pennsylvania
 - Page 3
Food Stamp Use Up
 - Page 5
PCCY Hosts Arts Forum
 - Page 7
Super Party Recap
 -Page 8
South Philly Health Initiative
 - Page 10
New CHIP Process  
 - Page 11

Childwatch

We Hold These Truths...
Taking Responsibility and Making It Happen

 As we celebrate the anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution, let us 
remind ourselves and others of our hopes, not our fears.  We hold these truths to be 
self evident…

 We want our children to have a decent home, a nutritous meal when they are 
hungry, health care when they are sick, and enough attention as they grow;

 We want our children to have good early childhood education and good early 
care so that they are safe and ready for success in school;

 We want our schools to welcome children, to challenge them and to teach them 
so that they will have a good place in the world;

 When our children are not in school, we want them to be safe and feel safe; 

 We want them to be supported and given a chance to be a part of something 
bigger than themselves;

 We want our children to be secure, well cared for, nurtured by their families 
and protected by their communities.

Speaking out for the region’s children.

All levels of government and all of us have a stake and a 
responsibility in making this happen.

Childwatch

Beth McDaid
Remembering A Founder of PCCY

We dedicate this issue to a founder and former Executive Director, 
Beth McDaid, whose life’s work was to make a better 

and safer world for children.

      Beth died in September but her legacy lives on – in the children who be-
gan life with parents better prepared to cope with difficult situations; in those babies 
and teens growing up in safer places; in those immigrant young people whose lives 
were turned upside down by events worlds away or close by – and in all of us who 
believe and work to make systems better and take better care of children and youth 
wherever they may be.  PCCY has set up a memorial fund in Beth’s honor to further 
support our advocacy work in helping to improve the lives and life chances of the 
children, youth and families in our region.  

Speaking out for the region’s children.

 Post-election Stress Syndrome!  So here we are, 
waiting for our own Superman: The one who will make the 
impact of the falling economy go away.  The one who will 
provide support for the many who need an extension of un-
employment compensation and more food and safer commu-
nities.  The one who will continue to support quality child 
care and education.  The one who will note the advances in 
attainment due to investment in quality public schools and 
early care.  

We Need Our Own Superhero

 The one that insists that all children and families 
have access to good health care.  The one that supports build-
ing and sustaining nonviolent and anti bullying initiatives.  
The one who knows all kids need afterschool programs and 
places to go, people to talk with and learn from, and an abid-
ing sense of fairness.  That's the Superman I am waiting and 
working for.  How about you? 

The Board and Staff of PCCY wish you a joyous holiday season and renewed commitment 
to working for, and realizing a better world for all children and families.  In this season of 

giving, your contribution to PCCY is welcomed!  Visit our website at .  
You will also find a link there to the Beth McDaid Memorial Fund. 

Childwatch
Speaking out for the region’s children.Speaking out for the region’s children.

A Publication of Public Citizens for Children and Youth • April 2011

Th e Kids Will Not Be Alright
Unless You Act Now!Unless You Act Now!

 If we, their protectors, think assuring them a quality 
education is too expensive...If we, their family members, care 
only about taking care of our own kids...If we, the general 
public, don’t mind if some kids are on waiting lists for qual-
ity child care that never gets shorter...If we think it is alright 
to lose afterschool programs and library hours and recreation 
centers...If we think that kids don’t need quality dental or eye 
care or healthcare...If we think that afterschool programs are 
unnecessary.  

 If we think that the arts and libraries are luxuries we 
can’t aff ord in our schools...If we think that it’s not our prob-
lem if more homeless and helpless people are on the street... 
If we think that it’s ok to stop supporting community college 
or other colleges and higher education...If we don’t fl inch 

at the idea of cutting one billion dollars from public educa-
tion...If we think that it’s better to build more prisons than 
to build strong communities...If we think that kids dropping 
out of school is somebody else’s problem...If we think the 
answer to the high cost of health care is to deny it to children 
and families.

Who are these people who think like that? 

 If we don’t tell our elected and appointed policy 
makers that we are not those people – they will think it’s 
alright – but it’s NOT!  Tell them today that taxes are the 
price we pay to live in a civilized society and everyone – every 
industry and every one of us – should pay our fair share.  Th e 
kids are NOT alright if we don’t. 

 Th ree decades of making the world better for chil-
dren in this region and state is an occasion to celebrate and 
we invite you to join us at our 30th Anniversary Party 
on Wednesday, April 27, in Th e Crystal Tea Room at Th e 
Wanamaker Building, 100 Penn Square East.  

 Th e three-hour event begins with a 5:30pm cocktail 
hour, followed by a buff et dinner featuring beef and ham 
carving stations, as well as a pasta station.

 Join us for performances by an ensemble from 
the High School for the Creative and Performing Arts, the 
Philadelphia All City Choir Ensemble, Tune Up Philly String 
Ensemble, poet Jacob Winterstein and Point Breeze Dance 
Company.  Th ere’s also the ever popular silent auction. 

     “We’ve accomplished so 
much over the past 30 years,” 
says Shelly Yanoff , Executive 
Director, “but we still have 
more to do.  With your help, 
we can continue to watch 
out for and speak up for the 
region’s children.”

     Tickets for the 30th an-
niversary Super Party are 
available at our website: 
www.pccy.org > Donate > 
Donate Now. 

For more information, call Steven Fynes at 215-563-5848.

PCCY’s 30th Anniversary Party
Join Us And Help Celebrate Children!Join Us And Help Celebrate Children!

All these publications and more are available at www.pccy.org/publications.
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